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UM SENIOR CHALLENGE RAISES FUNDS FOR BIKE RACK, SCHOLARSHIPS
MISSOULAUniversity of Montana seniors participating in a student-run fundraising program will leave their
mark on campus after they graduate with a new bike rack for the Native American Center and with
scholarships for incoming freshmen in the fall.
As part of the Senior Challenge, 182 seniors donated more than $3,200 to the University this
semester. Nearly twice as many students participated in this year's challenge than in last year's.
The funds will be used to purchase the class of 2009's traditional senior gift to campus - a shiny
new bike rack valued at about $650 that will be installed at the new Native American Center, currently
under construction and scheduled for completion next fall. The remainder of the funds will go toward
student scholarships.
"Senior Challenge is an opportunity for students to leave a legacy, to give something back to the
University, to give others the same opportunities they've been given and to show their appreciation to
those who went before them," said Krista Frederikson, director of annual giving at the UM Foundation.
Seniors who donated before April 24 will be thanked in an ad that will run in the Montana
Kaimin, UM's student newspaper, before graduation. Students who donate also will be recognized on
the UM Foundation's Web site and will be given a special tassel charm to wear during Commencement
ceremonies.

While raising funds for the University is the primary objective of Senior Challenge, a secondary
objective of the program is to raise awareness for the need for private funding at the University, said
Erin Miller, a senior majoring in business management and chair of this year's fundraising effort.
"Many students don't understand philanthropy. This is the first time they've been asked to
make a financial contribution," Miller said. "If we can help students understand why private support is
so important at The University of Montana, we've had a successful campaign."
Dan Stusek, who is considering law school after he graduates from UM next month with a
degree in political science, was one of about 40 UM seniors who attended the February kickoff for this
year's Senior Challenge. He said he watched the fundraising program grow and become better known
among students during his four years on campus.
"I think the word's starting to get out that private funding is making a big difference in the
quality of education and in the average student's experience on campus," Stusek said. "I've had some of
the best years of my life here, and I know I'll always want to give back to the University."
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